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2010-2011 St. Monica PTO
GENERAL PTO MEETING
January 11, 2011
The General PTO Meeting was called to order at 12:00PM in the Downstairs Lounge of the Family Center. 26 people were in attendance.  Father Cargo opened the meeting with a prayer.  Anne Perez began the meeting by welcoming all in attendance and asked for any newcomers to introduce themselves.
Administrative Remarks –Camille Antes
Ms. Antes thanked everyone for their generosity in donations to the Teachers’ Purse. Slightly more money was collected and distributed this year. The Administration has been refining the Crisis Management Plan.  Smartboards have been installed in the classrooms.

Stephen Ministry – Dr. Jim Langley

Dr. Langley spoke to us about the 46 ministers currently working with the parish’s Stephen Ministry.  They have been helping those in need of emotional support after the loss of a loved one, a divorce, job loss, chronic illness, loneliness.  The Ministry would welcome new Ministers. Any questions or referrals should be directed to 214/290-0803.

Dad’s Club Disco Ball Gala – Chris Gibbons

Chris spoke about the Dad’s Club Gala scheduled for February 26. Sponsorships are available and Silent Auction solicitation has begun.  The donation wish list includes sports tickets, home décor, cash, lessons, jewelry, goods and services, travel points, etc. Raffle tickets for the 1970 BOSS 302 Mustang are still available also. Please check the Dad’s Club website for more information at www.smsdadsclub.org.
PTO Hispanic Parent Committee – Margo Isbell

The PTO has started a Hispanic Parent Outreach.  The first committee meeting will be within the next two weeks. Any and all are invited to help with ideas and time. A suggestion was made that maybe the Middle School Spanish students could help in creating bilingual documents.
President’s Report – Anne Perez

· Anne thanked Eileen Garvey for arranging lunch.
· She asked everyone to read the January PTO letter thanking ALL the volunteers who worked so hard in December.
· Anne reminded us about upcoming events including the New Family Open House scheduled for Friday, January 21 and Catholic Schools Week scheduled for January 30 – February 5.
Officer Reports
Treasurer – Craig Lengyel commented that we continue to be within budget.
1st VP – 1st and 2nd grade Field trips have been scheduled.

3rd VP – 8th grade’s year is getting very busy with Social Justice, Confirmation and Graduation.
Committee Reports – no reports
Speaker – Fr. Jason Cargo
Fr. Jason began his talk by reminding us of Pope Benedict’s statement that the ‘word of Jesus Christ’ can be used and shared through cyberspace. Father then presented many of his favorite apps and websites for our digital growth as Catholics.  
These sites are all available on Apple products. While most of these have a nominal cost, the information we receive is priceless. His favorite is iPieta. This app has five different areas that would help us all through our journey.
He also listed:

iMissal, 
Catholic Game, 
Recodatio (for documents), 
Olive Tree Bible –NAB (costly but the only one with the St. Joseph No. American Bible), iRosary, 
Mass Time (locates the closest church and lists the mass times there), 
iConfess, 
Vatican Radio, 
Prayers, 
VerseWise and 
One Source.

Father then gave us his favorite WEB sites:

www.vatican.va
www.cathdal.org
www.newadvent.org
www.aggiescatholic.org
www.newliturgicalmovement.org
www.wdtprs.com  (What does the prayer really say)

Father Jason reminded us that the Mass and the lessons therein are meant to be shared by the spoken word. If participants need the help of the written word, then the missal or other methods are appropriate. When sharing in Eucharistic Adoration, the use of these apps or websites are also very appropriate

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15PM.

The next PTO meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 8, 2011 – time and place TBD.
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