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2010-2011 St. Monica PTO
GENERAL PTO MEETING
March 8, 2011
The General PTO Meeting was called to order at 12:00PM in the Downstairs Lounge of the Family Center. 27 people were in attendance.  Fr. Bierschenk opened the meeting with a prayer.
Anne Perez welcomed everyone and thanked Eileen Garvey and Tom Shortall for the lunch.

Administrative Remarks – Camille Antes
Ms. Antes reminded everyone of the new school dates scheduled for the ‘snow days’ - whole school days scheduled for Friday, March 11, Thursday, April 21 and Monday, April 25. The two additional days have been waived. Third quarter ends Friday, March 11 with report card going home on Wednesday, March 23.  Parent/teacher conferences are scheduled for March 31 and April1.  Coach Gross’ celebration has been rescheduled to April 29 with an all school Mass and reception. Beginning in the 2011-2012 school year, fleece will replace the sweat shirts worn by the students.  The sweatshirts will be ‘grandfathered’ out. First day of school for the 2011-12 school year is Wednesday, August 17th.

President’s Report – Anne Perez
· Melissa Williamson was thanked for co-ordinating the Classroom Memory Gifts for the Dads’ Club Gala.
· The April 5 PTO meeting will showcase the Board and Committee information and is scheduled for 7:00PM

· April 27 is scheduled for the Volunteer of the Year dinner in the Upstairs Lounge of the Family Center. ALL volunteers will be honored with special attention paid to 8th Grade parents who are ‘graduating’ from St. Monica’s along with their child. Nominations for Volunteer of the Year will be accepted beginning after Spring Break.

Vice-President’s Report – Kathie Wood

Kathy reminded everyone the 5-7 Grades will be going through retreats this Spring, funded by the PTO. 5th grade is May 24 and 6th is scheduled for April 21. She also told of the many items in the Spirit Store that would make great gifts for Confirmation, Easter and First Communion.
Treasurer’s Report – Rosie Kipp

Rosie presented the budget.  We remain under budget but will be seeing quite a few costs in the next two months. PLEASE ask for reimbursement. No one should be paying for things out of pocket and it makes it difficult to budget next year’s expenses.
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Vice-Presidents Reports

1st VP – Preschool and Kinder have enjoyed Doughnuts with Dad. Kinder has a field trip to the FW Zoo on April 26. 1st Grade will be going to the Arboretum on April 6 and the Mother -Daughter tea is April 17. 2nd Grade will be going to the Arboretum and Suessical the Musical on March 23.  Their First Communion is scheduled for April 30.  First Grade parents will be asked to help with the reception.
2nd VP – the 4th Grade will be going to the World Aquarium and the Natural Science Museum on April 15.  5TH Grade will be at the Pines on April 12-15, have a retreat on May 24th and Field Day on May 25th.

Committee Reports

Margo Isbell said the parent surveys regarding the needs of the Spanish Community at the School will be going home in backpacks in late March – early April.

Speaker – Jenny Klement

The speaker for the March meeting is Jenny Klement. Jenny is a renowned musician with two CDs and spiritual leader. She shared several of her songs and stories with those attending.  She used the example of 5 children and the many comments she receives about her ‘having her hands full’ as a chance to explain how her heart is full too.  She uses that in her life to ask the Lord to fill her heart.  Her life – as well as ours – is full and ‘messy’ but LIFE is messy. God is able to meet us in the middle of the messiness and loves us too much to let us stay there.
Lent should be a time to offer ourselves to the Lord. By giving up something, we create a void or a vacuum that needs to be filled.  We should strive to fill ourselves with Christ.  Lent is a time of Fast-Prayer-Almsgiving. We should strive to rely on God more, go deeper in our prayers and allow Him to soften our heart. We can work on allowing Him to see His reflection in us.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30pm

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 5th at 7:00PM in the downstairs Lounge of the Family Center.  Information about the PTO Board and Committees will be presented.
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